
Year 6
Bootham Maths Guide

As a school, we learn through a mathematics mastery 
approach through cumulative mastery of essential 
knowledge and skills. This approach embeds a deeper 
understanding through targeted rehearsal; exploration of 
a concepts by utilising concrete, pictorial and abstract 
approaches and application to real life examples. 



How best to support your child 
at home.

The best way to support your child at home in Year 5 
and 6 is to make sure they have a secure 
understanding and recall of their times tables; they 
have a secure understanding of decimal numbers 

and they can read numbers up to a million.

How can we practice their KIRFS at home?

Make links
Use concrete equipment and link 
to real life examples, for 
example, using money to 
understand decimal numbers.

Play games
Use dice, counters or cards- make it 
fun!
- Roll two dice and multiply 

together
- Take turns in turning over cards, 

who can get to 100 quickest

Little and often
The best way to support is 
little and often. Use key 
down time, like car journeys, 
to count together.

Can they find 
multiples and factors?

If they know 8x3
Can they work out
800x30?

Can they make links to 
fractions, i.e. 1/3 of 12?

Can they find 
square and cube 
numbers?

Can they combine facts, 
i.e. 17x5 is 7x5 and 10x5?

Can they make links to 
calculating area and volume?

How do I know if my child has a secure understanding 
of their times tables?



Year 6 calculations
Addition and Subtraction

In Year 6, we use column addition. The children will use concrete place value 
counters to understand “carrying across”. It is important the children understand 
the value of each digit and line them up in place value columns, as the children 
will also be using column addition for decimal numbers.

In Year 6, we use column subtraction. The children will use concrete place value 
counters to understand exchanging. It is important the children understand the 
value of each digit and line them up in place value columns, as the children will 
also be using column subtraction for decimal numbers.



Year 6 calculations
Multiplication and Division

In Year 6, we use formal methods for multiplication and division.
Watch the below videos for step by step instructions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3Jk6W4oDgw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNSrfoYLQZU
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